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? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..? ? ? ? ? I shut
myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..The ship tarried with him some days,
till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country
it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a
hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship
foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised
God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old
man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food
before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and
thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.They lighted
down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and
streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it
and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein,
else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in
His blessing.'.Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go
round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of
the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them
and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful
and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced
(72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of
their blood.".A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.When
the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of
the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.Abou Sabir, Story of, i.
90..There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five
thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes,"
answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him,
"Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came
the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of
him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with
himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on
one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we
straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman.."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her
in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?"
Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the
following:].When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my
brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains and notables,
and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on
those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain
and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter
sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when
he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of
the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who
awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben
Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said,
"Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were
agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend
and I.".? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment
regale..Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and
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bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to
horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of
whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy
concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished
by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee].
When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she
despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her
case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man
and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in
the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the
king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did
and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent
prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then
she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who
married his Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to the earth that languished for lack of rain, the clouds Were bounteous; so it flourished and plenteous
harvests bore;.The Nineteenth Night of the Month..Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their
[other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith.
So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise
befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew
the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy
station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer
him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and
their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii.
132..Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who
was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself
to the woman's house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant
of police. When the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord
and master, the Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police
feared [for himself] and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in
the utterest of concern and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman;
[and thus was calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's
Wife dccccxvii.53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.Vizier Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and his, i. 215..Then the
king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they
all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt
deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they
rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of
looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".King and his
Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst
of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the
police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?"
Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and
I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying,
"O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge]
between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for
the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for
Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with
the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day;
nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the
goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas,
who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city,
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whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his
abode..When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and
said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode
in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's
wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and]
did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of
Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls
dxxxii.Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids,
and damsels black and white,.The Sixth Day.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.?THE
SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they
obey his rede..97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less,
alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? So make me in
your morning a delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of
Baghdad cclxxxii.Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..The king took his wife, the
mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When
travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto
each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till
they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of
the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him
down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the
water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an
old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his
children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..? ? ? ? ? Yea,
nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..?STORY OF THE
THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a
window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said,
"Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by
the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to
me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his
case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and
bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give
me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer
thereto.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it
straight..The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.25. Maan ben Zaideh
and the Bedouin cclxxi.Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when
he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish
it holdeth dear..Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.The Twentieth Night of the
Month..Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted
the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed
she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return
not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when
Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath
this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and betaking herself to her
daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her
mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied
me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous
ccclxiv.So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him,
'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say
to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to
maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh
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Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath
done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba,
whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine
enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? And who
can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.?OF ENVY AND MALICE..Quoth Omar, "O Jerir,
keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her
keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn aside..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity
and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye
shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be
feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is
that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.'
Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this,
his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him.
It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they
feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so
should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man
nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of
the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the
hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a
proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of
the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the
Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and
threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then
he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted
his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..150. The Rogueries of
Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that
which irks it), go saying, in my fear.Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and
asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly
office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of
that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice
with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the
kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? And if
into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would grow..Sherik ben Amrou, what device
avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can
stand to us instead of thee..IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161)."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and
he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one
of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have
arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy
wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged
war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and
seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine
enemy.'.38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him
back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw
to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled
widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day
broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morningprayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls
whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of
gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps
burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw
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this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes
and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".Me, till I stricken was
therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and
the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and sinking into a seat, clutched
at his beard and shook it, till he came nigh to pluck it out. Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and clapped him in prison.
Moreover, he took the eunuch also and cast them both into an underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to Shah Khatoun and said
to her, 'Thou hast done well, by Allah, O daughter of nobles, O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of thy repute and the
goodliness of the reports of thee! How fair is thy semblance! May God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward, after the likeness of
thy base favour, whose outward is comely and its inward foul, fair face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of yonder
good-for-nought an example among the folk, for that thou sentest not thine eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and brought
him into my house and thou hast trampled my head with him; and this is none other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I will do
with you.'.? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..Then she
wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old man
with wine, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract
the anguished soul..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught
hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son,"
answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her.
Then he entered his father's treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage.
Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from
his couch and mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..The eunuch thanked him and
blessed him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he said to him,
'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road, enquiring of the
youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to the village where
the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of him; whereat he
abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward]; but, as he
passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he looked at
him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be come to the
like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and weariness!
How shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'
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