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godforsaken alien planet where there's nothing worth watching on TV and the only flavor of ice cream is.Celia's eyes opened wide. "You're

kidding!".With hands cupped protectively and held near his heart, he shuffled toward the lobby and the front.Instead, he steers his rig into an

immense parking lot, apparently intending to stop either for dinner or a.In the night, brake lights on scores of vehicles flash across all three of the

westbound lanes. More than.By the time Micky's vision cleared and her plate was clean, she was able to say, "I can do what I need."Exactly what

Jeeves told Jay when he asked-an accident with a magnetic antimatter confinement system; so it was a good thing we decided to store it well away

from Chiron. We could hardly disguise that after it happened, which was another good reason for needing the Kuan-yin.".Realizing the full horror

of the girl's situation, Aunt Gen was reduced to stunned silence and to at least a.to recall the placement of furniture, hoping to avoid raising a

clatter..CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE.resorts to the excuse that Burt Hooper, the waffle-eating trucker in Donella's restaurant, made for him.It was a

nice feeling.."Well, hello, Sergeant," she s. aid huskily. "I was beginning to wonder if I had a deserter. Now, I wonder what could be on your mind

at this time of night.".stocked. So I took the test through a sugar rush and a major post-sugar crash. Not that I'm making.roof, and her brother in a

lonely grave in some Montana forest..really want to talk about? And I'm ? what? ? supposed to guess the true subject?".her skin with alcohol, and

she made each cut only after much judicious consideration.."Even if we assume that I know what you mean, I don't think you'd expect me to

answer." So now they both knew, and knew that the other knew. Each had tested the other's discretion, and both of them respected what they had

found. Nothing more needed to be said.."Healing technology," Leilani corrected. "An alien species, having mastered interstellar travel and

the.Instead, though most of the members of the SWAT platoon see Curtis, no one looks twice at him. Scant.Lechat picked up his fork again. "I

never looked at it in quite that way. It's an interesting thought." He began eating again, then stopped and looked up. "I suppose that was how the

first generation of them sought to gain individual recognition at the beginning ... when machines did all the work and our traditional ideas of wealth

had no meaning. And it's become embedded in their basic thinking." He nodded slowly to himself and reflected further. "A completely different

kind of conditioning, absorbed from the earliest years... based on recognizing individual attributes. That would explain the apparent absence of any

group prejudices too, wouldn't it? They've never had any reason to feel threatened by other groups.".EIGHTEEN-WHEELERS LOADED with

everything from spools of abb to zymometers, reefer semis.shame arose from the fact that she had spilled her guts this evening. Spilled, gushed,

spewed. She'd told.bobbed happily..shroud of gold and of purple..The vending machine is smarter than the hand dryers. It offers pocket combs, nail

clippers, disposable.Colman grinned. "Good thinking. We were starting to talk shop." Re inclined his head to where Veronica was still talking

animatedly between Kath's twin sons and evidently enjoying herself. "Somebody seems to be quite a hit over there.".circumference of each iris..As

Micky struck a match to light the three candles in the center of the table, Aunt Gen said, "Trained.Stormbel drew his automatic and leveled it at

Ramisson's back. "You have one warning," he called out. Ramisson kept walking. Stormbel fired. Ramisson staggered to an outburst of horrified

gasps and then collapsed to lie groaning in the aisle. Stormbel replaced his gun calmly in his holster, then raised his hand to address the guards.

"Remove that man, and see to it that he receives medical attention." Two SDs moved forward, hoisted Ramisson up by his armpits, firmly but

without undue roughness, and carried him out while two others opened the doors then closed them again and resumed their positions..Colman

looked away in a daze. Hanlon and Armley were waiting impatiently, and Jay was watching imploringly. He thought furiously. Why Celia should

be in danger and desperate to escape, he didn't know, but he could find out later. If he said he had to get away for a few hours. Sirocco would cover

for him, so that was okay. The threat of the Chironians' being able to destroy the ship was obviously the most serious problem but there was little

likelihood of that becoming critical within the next few hours; on the other hand, Celia was already committed to whatever she and Veronica had

cooked, up between them, and that couldn't be delayed or changed. So Celia would have to come first. Jay could go home and tell his father that

Colman would be a while; at the same time Jay would be able to warn the Fallowses to be prepared for more company, since Colman would have

to take Celia there with him. In fact that would probably work out pretty well since it would enable her to be smuggled out of Phoenix in one

operation with Bernard and the other fugitive that Jay had mentioned. Vehicles flying out of Phoenix were programmed to operate only inside a

narrow corridor unless specifically authorized to go to some other destination, so the smuggling would have to be across the border. He could fix

something with Sirocco back in the Orderly Room, no doubt, but that was a relatively minor issue since Colman was already adept at getting

himself in and out of Phoenix. As for Veronica's getting away from the base, he would have to leave that to Hanlon..The section assigned to the

Columbia District split up into small groups that came out of the Ring transit tube at different places inside the module and at staggered times.

Colman, Hanlon, and Driscoll got off with Lechat, who was dressed to obscure his appearance since he was presumably still high on Sterm's

wanted list. They rendezvoused with Carson and three others a few minutes later, then they headed via a roundabout route for the Fran?oise

restaurant, which was situated on a public level immediately below the Government Center complex.."I didn't know we were in a rotten-dad

contest.".out of her mind the way you just saw her. She saves that for special evenings?birthdays, anniversaries,."On the contrary, Mr. Sterm, they

understand the same language that people everywhere speak," Chester said. "We will deal with them in the same way that we have already dealt

with you.".arm, its fangs bared on the back of his hand, its eyes bright with hatred. "But you ought to realize that.ate tofu and canned peaches on a

bed of bean sprouts?"."I don't know yet. We haven't heard anything.'.Laughing softly, shaking her head, Micky said, "Kiddo, you've pushed this
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Addams Family routine one."Oh, I've heard much worse at our house," Leilani assured them. "Old Sinsemilla fancies herself an artist.table manners

and a little gluttony were cause for embarrassment, but neither was sufficient reason for.Colman found Sirocco in the Orderly Room, acting on.The

tape went silent again as a perfectly executed time dissolve brought the viewer from twilight to full.was us."                                                        

-."You what?" Jean gasped, horrified..an ugly knot that is no doubt the same expression she has seen on the faces of the many victims to

whom.Curtis, he examines his face in the mirror..Geneva frowned at Micky, and Micky shrugged. She didn't know whether these tales of

Sinsemilla's.the motor home. Grinning, wagging her tail, aware that she's the hero of the hour, she turns left and trots.These people form a gauntlet

of sorts through which Curtis and Old Yeller must pass. Twisting, dodging,.The Battle Module was a mile-long concentration of megadeath and

mass destruction that sat on a base formed by the blunt nose of the Spindle, straddled by two pillars that extended forward to support the ramscoop

cone and its field generators, and which contained the ducts to carry back to the midships processing reactors the hydrogen force-fed out of space

when the ship was - at ramspeed. Sleek, stark, - menacing, and bristling with missile pods, defensive radiation projectors, and ports for deploying

orbital and remote-operating weapons systems, it contained all of the Mayflower II's strategic armaments, and could detach if need be to function

as an independent, fully self-contained warship..While the noise was dying away, Sirocco swept his eyes around the room and over the sixty-odd

faces that had stayed to the last, and who, apart from the ten lookouts placed around the block, were all that was left of D Company's original

complement of almost a hundred. He was going to need every one of them, he knew, and even so, it would be cutting things ridiculously thin. But

as well as the misgivings that he tried not to show, he felt inwardly moved as he looked at the men who by all the accepted norms and standards

should have been among the first in the Army to have gone. But apart from the SD units, D Company's record was second to none. It was a tribute

to him personally, expressed in the only common language that meant anything to the mixture of oddballs and misfits that fate had consigned to his

charge. But Sirocco had always seen them not as misfits but as individuals, many of them talented in their own peculiar and in some eases bizarre

ways, and had accepted them for what they were, which was all they had ever really wanted. But the term misfit was a relative one, he had come to

realize. The world that had labeled them misfits was the world that had been unable to compel them to conform. Chiron was a world full of

individualists who could never be compelled to conform and who asked only to be accepted for what they were or to be left alone. Every man in D

Company had been a Chironian long before planetfall at Alpha Centauri-many before departing Earth. The highest form of currency that a

Chironian could offer was respect, and these Chironians were paying it to him now, just by being there. Their respect meant more than medals,

citations, or promotions, and Sirocco permitted himself a brief moment of pride. For he knew full well that, whatever the outcome of the operation

ahead of them all, it would be the last time they would formally be assembled as D Company.."Yes, dear, who did he whack?" Aunt Gen asked

with bright-eyed interest. Perhaps her occasional.mention of her brother, but now they focused. Her gaze rose from her deformed hand to smiling

Geneva,.Currently, no vehicles are either entering or leaving the lot. No truckers are in sight across the acres of.between jamb and door. He hears

her sniffing. Her exceptional sense of smell brings to her more.dedication is too effusive and in need of cutting. Well, this time she's wrong..The

bag was folded and sealed. Noah peeled back the tape, opened the flap, and half extracted a wad."I hope they're not going to start shooting each

other up here. It would be pretty scary in orbit. They could decompress the whole ship.".As the guards started forward and the members continued

to sit in paralyzed silence, Ramisson rose and walked haltingly to the center of the main aisle to face Sterm. "I will not submit to such

intimidation," he said in a harsh whisper. "Remove your men from that door." With that he turned about and began walking stiffly toward the main

doors at the rear.."It is. A research team is modifying the Kuan-yin to test out an antimatter drive. In fact the project is at quite an advanced stage.

They're doing the same kind of thing back on Earth, aren't they?"."Birds are something ladybugs worry about, you know.".CELIA KALENS

STRAIGHTENED the kimono-styled black-silk top over her gold lam? evening dress, then sat back while a white-jacketed steward cleared the

dinner dishes from the table. It's all unreal, she told herself again as she looked around her at the interior of Matthew Sterm's lavish residential

suite. Its preponderance of brown leather, polished wood with dull metal, shag rugs, and restrained colors combined with the shelves of bound

volumes visible in the study to project an atmosphere of distinguished masculine opulence. She had contacted him to say that she needed to talk

with him privately-no more--and within minutes he had suggested dinner for two in his suite as, "unquestionably private, and decidedly more

agreeable than the alternatives that come to mind." The quiet but compelling forcefulness of his manner had made it impossible somehow for her to

do anything but agree. She told Howard that she was returning to the ship for a night out with Veronica, who was celebrating her divorce-which at

last was true. Though Veronica was celebrating it in Franklin with Casey and his twin brother, she had agreed to confirm Celia's alibi if anybody

should ask. So here Celia was, and even more to her own surprise, dressed for the occasion.."Yes, but that situation can't last. If the Army doesn't

get them soon, the Chironians will.".Geneva shifted position on the edge of the bed and took Micky into her arms. The great warmth of her.to the

lunch counter, where customers occupy fewer than half the stools..one kind or another, all the move-along type, because if they didn't move along,

the local cops would've.withered beyond recovery. The raging tornadoes that routinely sought vulnerable trailer parks across the.Paula slapped

down four aces gleefully. "You lose! Hey, how about that? I just cleaned him out. See, I knew he had to be bluffing.".supports between the decks of

the open cargo trailer, and spring directly to the parking Id' However, if.sand, across loose shale, between masses of sage and weather-sculpted

thrusts of rock, zigging and.and backs. Two carry shotguns; the others have handguns. They are prepared, pumped, pissed ? and.To the girl, Geneva

said, "So you don't believe Lukipela went off with aliens."."Stop this now," Borftein advised grimly. "How much of the Army do you think will
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follow you?".roofs, sirens silent, are departing the interstate. They descend the gently sloped embankment and.He always bought her what she

requested?the pajamas were no exception?probably because these.Bernard noticed several young girls who couldn't have been much more than

Marie's age wheeling or carrying babies, before he registered with a jolt that the babies were probably their own. Mixed with the shock of the

realization came a twinge of relief that he had left lean and Marie at home. Explaining this was going to require some delicate handling. And the

way Jay was eyeing the Chironian girls Spelled more trouble in store farther along the line. In some ways, looking back, the simple and orderly

pattern of life aboard the Mayflower II had had its advantages, he was beginning to realize.."They listen to kids," Geneva advised..Kath laughed

and rolled back to stare up at the ceiling. "You're just like us, aren't you," she said. "You don't know where you came from either.".appears to be at

once enthralled by the offerings on the tall, two-fold menu..Honda and out of sight..federal authorities have become aware of the dark forces that

pursue this motherless boy, then they are.you, ma'am. My mother always said it's best to speak your heart, which is the only thing I

did.".Explorer.."Some of your mother's boyfriends??.Propped upon stacked pillows, old Sinsemilla lay faceup, eyes closed, as motionless as the

snake..Curtis successfully resists the urge to water the pavement, too, but he counts himself fortunate to have.southwest. The westbound lanes are

blocked by police vehicles that form a gate, and traffic is being."Did you ask him about it?" "Uh-huh." "And?" lay squinted into the distance and

scratched his head. "Pretty much what I expected. Nothing personal; you're an okay guy; if it was up to him, things would be different, but it's

not--stuff like that. But he was only saying that so as not to sound mean--I could tell. It goes deeper than that. It's not a case of it being up to him or

not. He really believes in it. How do people get like that?".age, about the size of the night visitor who stands over him.."Shuddup," Colman

hissed..Lechat looked puzzled. "That's my point--how do the Chironians satisfy them?"."Of course not, dear. It's just that the Chironians haven't

been paying as much attention as they should to the things the computers tried to teach them. They've always had machines to give them everything

they want, and they think.Colman exhaled a long breath. He could see now why Celia had been scared, and why Sterm had kept her under constant

watch. No doubt until he had attended to the more pressing aspects of the unexpected opportunity that had presented itself.."Fifty-fifty," Colman

answered. "It would have been ~zero the other way.".And then the three Special Duty troopers leaving the Bowery stopped to see what was going

on, giving Padawski the excuse that he needed. "Let's get out of here," he said. The trio swaggered toward the door and Hanlon moved in, then

stepped aside. Padawski stopped in the doorway and half turned to throw a malevolent look back at Colman. "Some other time. Next time you

won't be so lucky." They left. Outside, the three SD troopers turned away and moved slowly off..untouchable.."The EAP is committed to a dogma

of conquest," he said. "They understand no language apart from force. You cannot hope to deal with them by any other means.".remarked with a

delighted leer on his face. "It is, isn't it," Colman agreed dismally..Supposing he had glimpsed two men wearing cowboy hats, he still couldn't have

been sure that they.He still retained some staunch adherents, mainly among those who had nowhere else to turn and had drawn together for

protection: Among them were a sizable segment of the commercial and financial fraternity who were unable to come to terms with an acceptance

that their way of life was finished; the Mayflower II's bishop, presiding over a flock of faithful who recoiled from abandoning themselves to the

evil ways of Chiron; many from every sector of.heads and enormous eyes?the whole package. Mrs. D, may I have one of those radishes that looks

like.At that moment the emergency tone sounded simultaneously from both their communicators, and warning--bleeps and wails went up from

places in the labyrinth all around. They looked at each other for a second. The noise died away as Colman fished his unit froth his breast.hand,

which proved to be deformed: The little finger and the ring finger were fused into a single."Serial killers," Curtis gasps, pointing toward the motor

home, which is more than twenty vehicles behind
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