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"Trust," the young man said. "Yes. But against- Against them?- Gelluk's gone. Maybe Losen will fall now. Will it make any difference? Will the
slaves go free? Will beggars eat? Will justice be done? I think there's an evil in us, in humankind. Trust denies it. Leaps across it. Leaps the chasm.
But it's there. And everything we do finally serves evil, because that's what we are. Greed and cruelty. I look at the world, at the forests and the
mountain here, the sky, and it's all right, as it should be. But we aren't. People aren't. We're wrong. We do wrong. No animal does wrong. How
could they? But we can, and we do. And we never stop."."Ach, it's a witch's den," Crow said, at the whiff of herbs and aromatic smoke, and he
stepped.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (15 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM]."So," he said, "now he makes you his reason for our meeting. But I will not go to the Great House.."Did you think I was one of their eunuchs?
That I'd castrate myself with spells so I could be holy? Why do you think I don't have a staff? Why do you think I'm not at the School? Did you
believe everything I said?".THE KARGAD LANDS."Times I could shake his fool head off," she said, and went back to her work..he was cheating,
hiding his power, a rival hiding his power? A jealous rival. He must be stopped,."To learn," the boy whispered..there-in time as well as in
space..No wind stirred. The air was soft, the big sail hung slack. Only the western stars faded and vanished in a silent blackness that rose slowly
higher. The master looked at that. "Witchwind, you say?" he asked, reluctant..She asked nothing and he said no more. Presently he got up, and she
followed him to the path that."I cannot read them." Otter's voice was toneless. "I cannot go there. No one can enter there in.the Summoner should
do so continued to shock and disturb her as she thought about it..placid hazel eyes were reflected retreating, diminishing garlands of lights.
RAMBRENT."But you're right, Herbal, we're out of balance," said Kurremkarmerruk, his voice hard and harsh..Then for a while he held still, body
and mind, beginning to understand for the first time where his power lay..Now, as otter, he was thinking only that he would like to stay otter, be
otter, in the sweet brown water, the living river, forever. There is no death for an otter, only life to the end. But in the sleek creature was the mortal
mind; and where the stream passes the hill west of Samory, the otter came up on the muddy bank, and then the man crouched there,
shivering..smaller and smaller and wail like a stick in the fire, and then all in a moment he was back in.Myself in a mirror. I opened the door wider.
Porcelain, silver pipes, nickel. Toilets..Her apparition stood again just outside the spiderweb cords of the spell, gazing at him, and.By the time they
were well into the bay and had let down the anchor it was dark, and Ivory said to.Irian looked down at the ground. After a long time she said,
clearing her throat, not looking up, "Is it true I do harm being here?".geographical separation caused a gradual natural divergence, a differentiation
of species. The.who challenge the power of the old. And at the centre, nothing. An empty courtyard. The Archmage."Just for the food and the fire,
you know, the peat costs so much now," she was saying, and then looked at what he offered her..benches, barrels of oil breaking loose and
thundering over one another-pulled her over and held.He stood tongue-tied. After a while she looked up at him. "No," she said in a soft, quiet
voice,.Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions.become them to guide them, but he could
not hurry. There was on him the bewilderment of any.the bent grass to straighten it. He got to his feet at last, went for a drink of the clear
brown.swimming. But something like that is what Medra had been thinking as he sat at the table in his.erratic force, not to be relied on. Morred was
the first man, and the first king, to be called.let the mare have her head when somebody came among the dogs shouting curses and beating them
back.either place the way our parents or ancestors did. Enchantment alters with age, and with the age..and your fiefdom on Hosk, the greatest navy
the world has seen! I shall lead them. And the glory."Tell me what you'll be doing-".They were waiting for him..The first thing she thought was a
king, a lord, Maharion of the songs, tall, straight, beautiful. The next thing she thought was a beggar, a lost man, in dirty clothes, hugging himself
with shivering arms..Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all the islands. The trees he had seen, which seemed sometimes.deceiving his parents,
he couldn't resist this knowledge, and the kindness and praise of his poor.there; but those people were unnaturally tall -- and all at once I realized
that what I had in front of.his grey cloak, carrying his tall staff of bone-white wood, about which a faint gleam of werelight."No. It isn't the High
Art. It isn't the True Speech. A wizard mustn't soil his lips with common words. "Weak as women's magic, wicked as women's magic," you think I
don't know what they say? So, why did you come back here?".They kissed each other all over their faces. To Rose's lips Diamond's face was
smooth and full as.A tale of the Vedurnan or Division, known in Hur-at-Hur, says:.underfoot ended, gave way to porous rock. I passed through a
curtain of light and found myself.You don't care, eh? Stay a while. You can see," And he set off down the path between the parsley.than I, did this
for me. Standing in front of me was a girl, perhaps twenty years old, in something.It is said that Segoy first wrote the True Runes in fire on the
wind, so that they are coeval with.They walked a half-mile or so. The Knoll rose up full in the western sun on their right. Behind them the School
sprawled grey and many-roofed on its lower hill. The grove of trees towered before them now. She saw oak and willow, chestnut and ash, and tall
evergreens. From the dense, sun-shot darkness of the trees a stream ran out, green-banked, with many brown trodden places where cattle and sheep
went down to drink or to cross over. They had come through the stile from a pasture where fifty or sixty sheep grazed the short, bright turf, and
now stood near the stream. That house," said the mage, pointing to a low, moss-ridden roof half-hidden by the afternoon shadows of the trees.
"Stay tonight. You will?".into the street. That is, I thought it was a street, but the darkness above us was every now and.He looked about, curious
and wary. All over the hill spark-weed was in flower, its long petals.getting old, when I can't lift the buckets and the molds." She showed him her
round, muscular arm,."I don't think so," she said. "What do you have there, the white thing under your.long hard work. But they were in place now,
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and there wasn't a wizard in all Havnor who could undo.Erreth-Akbe's next challenger was a mage called the Firelord, whose power was so great
that he lengthened a day by five hours, though he could not, as he had sworn to do, stop the sun at noon and banish darkness from the islands
forever. The Firelord took dragon form to fight Erreth-Akbe, but was defeated at last, at the cost of the forests and cities of Ilien, which he set afire
as he fought..butterflies, wooden birds that flew on living wings for a minute or two. There had never been a.Where his boat is rowing."Like the
Library of the Kings," said Crow, dreaming of lost glories..After this struggle, the line of the Kargish kings continued in Hupun, nominally honored
but.Once, when they had gone a long way and the trees, dark evergreens she did not know, stood very."Do you?" I asked..have it.".Grove, only a
blur of darkness in darkness now. Then with a rattle like the shaking of sheets of.marshlands, a village not far away. He had thought he was on the
way to the village, but had taken.When she returned, she was carrying a tray with cups and two bottles. Squeezing one bottle.The Summoner had
spent a part of his strength for good, overcoming that blind will. And I didn't.How long can you stay?".the blind blackness. When he moved, he
whimpered; but he sat up. I have to live, he thought. I.again at Gift, and Ged did also. She looked at them both..And these may be true temptations
to the wizard! It's a wonderful thing to fly on the wings of a.she must have noticed it..than careless. Plagues and famines, the failure of springs of
water, summers with no rain and.isle of the Inmost Sea, away south and east from Semel. This child was the son of an under-steward.but by force
and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their.with pulsating red cheeks, which continually licked its lips with a
comically loose tongue,."Ran away! Why?".them had been neither the name of semen nor the name of quicksilver. But his lips parted, his.and he'd
catch you there. I said nothing.".There are two entirely different kinds of writing in Earthsea: the True Runes and runic writing..Berry went and
fetched his sister, after he had heard Sunbright's tale at the tavern, and San's.island, and there was no island. Then there were some men from one of
the great galleys. They said.itself felt, assuring complete safety. The platform truly hung in the air, not supported by anything..They say she lived in
a cave under Roke Knoll, never coming into the daylight, but weaving vast.looked at the pages. Long, long lists of names and numbers, debts and
credits, profits and losses.."Are there any wizard musicians?" he asked, looking up..DRAGONS.must be shown! And we'll show them, you and I.
We'll teach them. You must have courage, Dragonfly.."You fly?".The history of the Four Lands is mostly legendary, concerning local struggles and
accommodations of the tribes, city-states, and small kingdoms that made up Kargish society for millennia.."There's nobody in the village could
change that," she said. She looked up into his face for a.From the breast of his robe he took a pouch of fine leather decorated with silver threads.
With a.Rose was very dark-skinned, with a cloud of crinkled hair, a thin mouth, an intent, serious face. Her feet and legs and hands were bare and
dirty, her skirt and jacket disreputable. Her dirty toes and fingers were delicate and elegant, and a necklace of amethysts gleamed under the torn,
buttonless jacket. Her mother, Tangle, made a good living by curing and healing, bone-knitting and birth-easing, and selling spells of finding,
love-potions, and sleeping-drafts. She could afford to dress herself and her daughter in new clothes, buy shoes, and keep clean, but it didn't occur to
her to do so. Nor was housekeeping one of her interests. She and Rose lived mostly on boiled chicken and fried eggs, as she was often paid in
poultry. The yard of their two-room house was a wilderness of cats and hens. She liked cats, toads, and jewels. The amethyst necklace had been
payment for the safe delivery of a son to Golden's head forester. Tangle herself wore armfuls of bracelets and bangles that flashed and crashed
when she flicked out an impatient spell. At times she wore a kitten on her shoulder. She was not an attentive mother. Rose had demanded, at seven
years old, "Why did you have me if you didn't want me?".cheated him..on the banks of the Amia, when everybody else was sleeping. She would
not think of him at night..There was a little struggle in the mind, but the mouth opened and the tongue moved: "Medra.".Otters uncle said, he kept
the shipwrights busy. They were grateful to have work in a time when.semen. I am Turres and he is me...".The huge sign said EXOTAL. A sudden
rush of warm air made the legs of my trousers flap..laughing with excitement..Nothing, to his mind, could be more despicable than such a betrayal
of their art. So it troubled.If Elfarran be not my own, I will unsay Segoy's word,.kind of a situation being dangerous, in a palace. Then I went about
to friends of mine and asked."What is it - what is it like - on Roke?".what they all wanted, and keeping his eyes from those clear eyes. He was a
good teacher, the best.purple, brown, and violet shapes, unlike anything I knew, like abstract sculptures come to life,."I didn't want to waste your
time.".indignant before, about my bringing home strangers?".It grew darker quickly. A haze was coming up from the south, blotting out the sky.
Only above the.raiders came from Wathort. Their mother hid them in a root cellar of the farm and then used her.Sunbright told them all to get rid of
the fellow, but didn't stay around to see them do it. He went back down the south road as soon as he'd gulped a pint of beer at the tavern, telling
them there was no room for two sorcerers in one village and he'd be back, maybe, when that man, or whatever he was, had gone..The Kargs are
deeply resistant to writing of any kind, considering it to be sorcerous and wicked. They keep complex accounts and records in weavings of different
colors and weights of yarn, and are expert mathematicians, using base twelve; but only since the Godkings came to power have they employed any
kind of symbolic writing, and that sparingly. Bureaucrats and tradesmen of the Empire adapted the Hardic runes to Kargish, with some
simplifications and additions, for purposes of business and diplomacy. But Kargish priests never learn writing; and many Kargs still write every
Hardic rune with a light stroke through it, to cancel out the sorcery that lurks in it..water and never enough to warm a man. The cowboys rode out
and tried to round up the animals so.realm-for meeting and breeding, and had seldom even been seen by most of the islanders. Naturally.The power
of the Archmage of Roke was in many respects that of a king. Ambition, arrogance, and prejudice certainly influenced Halkel, the first Archmage,
in creating his own authoritative title. Yet, restrained by the consistent teaching and practice of the school and the watchfulness of his colleagues,
no subsequent archmage seriously misused his power to weaken others or aggrandize himself..Roasters die in a year or two. Where to,
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dowser?"."Tell us who you are," the white-haired man said, courteously enough, but without greeting or welcome. "Tell us how you came
here."."No," Irioth said. "Sans herd was going down fast when I left. I'm needed there.".changing," he mumbled at last..Master Hemlock's house he
was reciting lists of names, or wondering what would be for dinner, for
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