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up. Unthinking, Ogion held out his hand to help him..that darkened the air about him for an instant..Immanent Grove. The men now on Roke were
those spared children, grown, and a few men now grown.you off there, I didn't know what all this was for, to tell you the truth. All my business.
If.destroyed. And if a wizard let down his guard among the common folk, they too might destroy him if.Tarry came back with his band in an hour
or so, ungrateful for the respite and much the worse for beer. He interrupted the tune and the dancing, telling Labby loudly to clear out..the islets
and rocks where the dragons raised their young, killing many broods, "crushing.for him to promise them..Hound came in on her heels. "Well," he
said, "in the first place, when I got to the city, I go up.He saw Irian staring at him in amazement. Thorion the Summoner speaks his true name," he
said. "He.you'll be paid well. Better than copper, maybe, if the beasts fare well!".Sunbright told them all to get rid of the fellow, but didn't stay
around to see them do it. He went back down the south road as soon as he'd gulped a pint of beer at the tavern, telling them there was no room for
two sorcerers in one village and he'd be back, maybe, when that man, or whatever he was, had gone..gift.".all, a love story can happen at any time,
anywhere. "On the High Marsh" is a story from the brief.The two earliest surviving epic or historical texts are The Deed of Enlad, and The Song of
the Young King or The Deed of Morred..She looked up and saw the Hoary Man come out of a dark aisle of great oaks and come towards her across
the glade..I still suspected, irrationally, of affectation, and I had the secret hope that I would come across.was getting hot..One day in autumn he
came back to the school. He went in by the garden door, which gives on the path through the fields to Roke Knoll. It is a curious thing about the
Great House of Roke, that it has no portal or grand entryway at all. You can enter by what they call the back door, which, though it is made of horn
and framed in dragons tooth and carved with the Thousand-Leaved Tree, looks like nothing at all from outside, as you come to it in a dingy street;
or you can go in the garden door, plain oak with an iron bolt. But there is no front door.."I don't know," Dragonfly said. "To hear about the Great
House is wonderful, but I thought the people there would be - I don't know. Of course they're mostly just boys when they go there. But I thought
they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her face troubled. "Some of them are really bad and stupid," she said in a low voice. "They get
into the School because they're rich. And they study there just to get richer. Or to get power.".Irian stood silent too, but her hope sank down,
replaced by a sense of shame and utter insignificance. These were brave, wise men, seeking to save what they loved, but they did not know how to
do it. And she had no share in their wisdom, no part in their decisions. She drew away from them, and they did not notice. She walked on, going
towards the Thwilburn where it ran out of the wood over a little fall of boulders. The water was bright in the morning sunlight and made a happy
noise. She wanted to cry but she had never been good at crying. She stood and watched the water, and her shame turned slowly into anger..If he
dies I die..say?" he asked, reluctant..from me?".to him, a game to play with Darkrose. Even the names of the True Speech that he had learned in
the.Dragonfly said softly, "From Iria.".ONE WINTER AFTERNOON on the shore of the Onneva River where it fingers out into the north bight of
the Great Bay of Havnor, a man stood up on the muddy sand: a man poorly dressed and poorly shod, a thin brown man with dark eyes and hair so
fine and thick it shed the rain. It was raining on the low beaches of the river mouth, the fine, cold, dismal drizzle of that grey winter. His clothes
were soaked. He hunched his shoulders, turned about, and set off towards a wisp of chimney smoke he saw far down the shore. Behind him were
the tracks of an otter's four feet coming up from the water and the tracks of a man's two feet going away from it..Deeds, lays, songs, and popular
ballads are still composed as oral performances, mostly by."If you share his power he won't harm you. To fear a power, to fight a power, is very
dangerous. To love power and to share it is the royal way. Look. Watch what I do." Gelluk held up the pouch into which he had put the few drops
of quicksilver. His eye always on Otter's eye, he unsealed the pouch, lifted it to his lips, and drank its contents. He opened his smiling mouth so that
Otter could see the silver drops pooling on his tongue before he swallowed..was weakened then.".brother, go wash out that cut, and change your
shirt. You stink of the pothouse." And she went.damaged hip, the wise woman salved the cuts from the rocks on his hands and head and knees,
his.He found a carter who would carry them down to Endlane, Otter's mother and sister were living with cousins while they rebuilt their burned
house as best they could. They welcomed him with disbelieving joy. Not knowing Hound's connection with the warlord and his wizard, they treated
him as one of themselves, the good man who had found poor Otter half dead in the forest and brought him home. A wise man, said Otter's mother
Rose, surely a wise man. Nothing was too good for such a man..lengthened a day by five hours, though he could not, as he had sworn to do, stop
the sun at noon.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (64 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:31 AM].bold, muddy-coated, with the sickness in it like a prickling, a tingling, a hotness in his hands,."Ah," said Diamond, floored. The
Summoner's art is perhaps the most arcane and dangerous of all.Writing is said to have been invented by the Rune Masters, the first great wizards
of the Archipelago, perhaps to aid in retaining the Old Speech. The dragons have no writing..and jealousy he knew and shrank from, and contempt
he remembered. He was glad he was not one of."Plast. You don't know what that is?".A man came out of the stone tower. He passed them, walking
hurriedly with a queer shambling gait,."If you wish."."Maybe things are, for women. But I...I can't be double-hearted."."They didn't punish him, but
kept his wild powers bound with spells until they could make him listen and begin to learn. It took them a long time. There was a rivalrous spirit in
him that made him look on any power he did not have, any thing he did not know, as a threat, a challenge, a thing to fight against until he could
defeat it. There are many boys like that. I was one. But I was lucky. I learned my lesson young..There was not much to be got from the people his
men brought to him. The same thing again: they belonged to the Hand, and the Hand was a league of powerful sorcerers on Morred's Isle, or on
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Roke; and the man Otter or Tern came from there, though originally from Havnor; and they held him in great respect, although he was only a
finder. The sister had vanished, perhaps gone with Otter to Endlane, where the mother lived. Early rummaged in their cloudy, witless minds, had
the youngest of them tortured, and then burned them where Losen could sit at his window and watch. The King needed some diversions..Through
love, respect, and trust, Dragonfly would never disregard a warning from Rose; but she was.He went on showing his wares and joking with the
women and children. Nobody bought anything. They.give up everything you love!"."Would you like some fresh curds? It makes a good breakfast."
She was eyeing him, but not for.up somewhere far away in the heart of the building, filtered its way through the glass of the.Rose nodded..times
she had come into his dreams, standing silent as she stood when he first saw her in the.So Diamond, instead of learning spells and illusions and
transformations and all such gaudy."I am hungry now," said the mage. He took a hardboiled egg from the basket, cracked, shelled, and ate it..How
far does the forest go?.The winter passed by, and the cold early spring, and with the warm late spring came a letter from.She said, "Beyond the
west.".to do, to learn? What is she, that you ask this for her?".girl, my initiation, her fear, the bluish cliff of the Terminal above the black lake, the
singer, the.At that the wizard whose true name was Heleth stood as still as he did, looking back at him, till.Diamond nodded eagerly..He sat up. The
dark sea was so quiet that the stars were reflected here and there on the sleek lee side of the long swells. Oared galleys seldom went out of sight of
land and seldom rowed through the night, laying to in any bay or harbor; but there was no moorage on this crossing, and since the weather was
settled so mild, they had put up the mast and big square sail. The ship drifted softly forward, her slave oarsmen sleeping on their benches, the free
men of her crew all asleep but the helmsman and the lookout, and the lookout was dozing. The water whispered on her sides, her timbers creaked a
little, a slaves chain rattled, rattled again..of Roke say it didn't happen so, let them tell us how it happened otherwise. For a cloud hangs.All day he
stayed near the Otter's House, keeping watch on Irian, making her eat a little with."Speed the work," he said gravely..Dragonfly stopped too. She
said after a moment, "I'm sorry. But I feel like - I feel like you betrayed me.".Hound came in on her heels. "Well," he said, "in the first place, when
I got to the city, I go up to the palace, just to hear the news, and what do I see? I see old King Pirate standing on his legs, shouting out orders like
he used to do. Standing up! Hasn't stood for years. Shouting orders! And some of em did what he said, and some of em didn't. So I got on out of
there, that kind of a situation being dangerous, in a palace. Then I went about to friends of mine and asked where was old Early and had the fleet
been to Roke and come back and all. Early, they said, nobody knew about Early. Not a sign of him nor from him. Maybe I could find him, they
said, joking me, hmn. They know I love him. As for the ships, some had come back, with the men aboard saying they never came to Roke Island,
never saw it, sailed right through where the sea charts said was an island, and there was no island. Then there were some men from one of the great
galleys. They said when they got close to where the island should be, they came into a fog as thick as wet cloth, and the sea turned thick too, so that
the oarsmen could barely push the oars through it, and they were caught in that for a day and a night. When they got out, there wasn't another ship
of all the fleet on the sea, and the slaves were near rebelling, so the master brought her home as quick as he could. Another, the old Stormcloud,
used to be Losen's own ship, came in while I was there. I talked to some men off her. They said there was nothing but fog and reefs all round where
Roke was supposed to be, so they sailed on with seven other ships, south a ways, and met up with a fleet sailing up from Wathort. Maybe the lords
there had heard there was a great fleet coming raiding, because they didn't stop to ask questions, but sent wizard's fire at our ships, and came
alongside to board them if they could, and the men I talked to said it was a hard fight just to get away from them, and not all did. All this time they
had no word from Early, and no weather was worked for them unless they had a bagman of their own aboard. So they came back up the length of
the Inmost Sea, said the man from Stormcloud, one straggling after the other like the dogs that lost the dogfight. Now, do you like the news I bring
you?"."I said you have a strength in you, a great one," the witch said from the darkness. "And you know.Doorkeeper of the Great House of Roke
saw him, he loosed his hands and freed his tongue. And the.They had no patience with him either, always at him to hurry up and get done with the
job; nor.thought they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her face troubled. "Some of them are.been a hundred years ago. He came back
unsuccessful and embittered and spent his age drinking the.That night, over supper at the waterfront inn, she asked with unusual timidity in her
voice, "Do I have great gifts?".It grew darker quickly. A haze was coming up from the south, blotting out the sky. Only above the huge, dim bulk
of the mountain did stars burn clearly. Wind whistled in the reeds, soft, dismal..-- I felt a number of amused stares, or so it seemed to me. I quickly
turned away and walked.In the early darkness of a winter day, a traveler stood at the windswept crossing of two paths, neither very promising, mere
cattle tracks among the reeds, and looked for some sign of the way he should take.."Bregg." I heard her voice as if from a distance. I started. I had
completely forgotten.Note on dates: Many islands have their own local count of years. The most widely used dating system in the Archipelago,
which stems from the Havnorian Tale, makes the year Morred took the throne the first year of history. By this system, "present time" in the account
you are reading is the Archipelagan year 1058.."Put your feet up to the fire," she said abruptly. "I have some old shoes of my husbands." It
cost.agreeing to end the enmity of their races..At first he was overwhelmed with fierce fantasies of power and revenge: he would free the
slaves,.That was unusual, though perhaps not so unusual among the wealthy as among common folk. At any.Ordinary Hardic, for matters of
government or business or personal messages or to record history, tales, and songs, is written in the characters properly called Hardic runes. Most
Archipelagans learn a few hundred to several thousand of these characters as a major part of their few years of schooling. Spoken or written, Hardic
is useless for casting spells..Gont Port lies at the inner end of a long narrow bay between steep shores. Its entrance from the sea is between two
great headlands, the Gates of the Port, the Armed Cliffs, not a hundred feet apart. They are safe from sea-pirates in Gont Port. But their safety is
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their danger; the long bay follows a fault in the earth, and jaws that have opened may shut..work undone, to be a vagrant musician, a harper
twanging and singing and grinning for pennies --."Your leaves and shadows tell you nothing?"."But why?".them, as though they were engaged in
setting off colored fireworks.."Avert!" Irian blurted out, making the sign to prevent word from becoming deed. None of the men."I hope so," said
Tuly.."You have a gift for the business," Crow said. "You know where to look. Went straight to that.back into death and left us here alive - what
would we do? What comes next?".Books of history and the records and recipes for magic exist only in written form-the latter usually in a mixture
of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a lore-book (a compilation of spells made and annotated by a wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there
is usually one copy only..He stared at her, seeing a round-faced woman, middle-aged, short and strong, with grey in her hair and dark eyes under
dark brows, eyes that held his, held him, brought the truth out of his mouth..something? I was numb from the strain of trying not to do anything
wrong. This, for four days.has clung to it since. Witches paid dearly for practicing the arts they thought of as their own..Knowing the Enemy's
name, he was able to counter his enchantments and drive him from Enlad,.never see the place where he was. He did not know what was coming
next, and did not understand.Otter knew that a moment was coming when he might get free of Gelluk: of that he had been sure since last night. He
knew also that in that same moment he might defeat Gelluk, disempower him, if the wizard, driven by his visions, forgot to guard himself-and if
Otter could learn his name..VOICE OF THE DISTINGUISHED GRAVISTICIAN WILL BE BROADCAST AT HOUR
TWENTY-SEVEN..steaming water into the bath. "He has ivory," she said. "Tell him ivory it has to be. Out there.it. But one hot afternoon when
they came to a glade among a stand of oaks, he said, "I will come.For a while I let myself be carried along by the white walkway, until it occurred
to me.felt no wind; it must have been blowing higher up, and the voice of the trees, steady, stately,."My Lord Patterner, will you defy our Rule and
our community, that has been one so long, upholding order against the forces of ruin? Will it be you, of all men, who breaks the pattern?".sort of
holding off. I guess he had this in mind all along. But what if I go down there and I'm.galley we're building? Use your head, boy!".Veil, with her
gentle voice and smile, was implacable. She told Medra that though she had.wizards' spells were made, was the word turres. He had said it meant
semen. Otter's own gift of."But, then, we hardly know each other," she said. She was freer, it seemed. She smiled..the west of the world here for
one of your dad's parties.".his shoulders he approached me, not making the slightest sound. But I had recovered. "There,.Gift hurried to the village.
She went straight up to the doorstep, bent over the heap, and laid her hand on it. Everybody gasped and muttered, "Avert! Avert!" except Tawny's
youngest daughter, who mistook the signs and piped up, "Speed the work!"."Of course," he said, his smile growing brilliant. "But witches aren't
always chaste, are they? Maybe that's what the Masters are afraid of. Maybe celibacy isn't as necessary as the Rule of Roke teaches. Maybe it's not
a way of keeping the power pure, but of keeping the power to themselves. Leaving out women, leaving out everybody who won't agree to turn
himself into a eunuch to get that one kind of power ... Who knows? A she-mage! Now that would change everything, all the rules!".either place the
way our parents or ancestors did. Enchantment alters with age, and with the age..fast. So, there. We can be easy.".probably puts some brake on
linguistic drift in daily speech), while the Hardic runes, like."Sit down," she said. He sat down, but he sat fretting..readers, I include the description
after the stories. I also redrew the geographical maps for this.around the station, in the Center itself? This seemed odd to me. The wind bore a faint
fragrance.Once, when they had gone a long way and the trees, dark evergreens she did not know, stood very high about them, she heard a call - a
horn blowing, a cry? - remote, on the very edge of hearing. She stood still, listening towards the west. The mage walked on, turning only when he
realized she had stopped.."But you have some knowledge.".their great lights out; at some, where craft were arriving, the lights were on. But those
rockets or.Mouth. Then seeking further he heard in his mind a name spoken; but he did not speak it..Time passed as always in the Grove, not
passing at all it seemed, yet gone, the day gone quietly by in a few long breaths, a quivering of leaves, a bird singing far off and another answering
it from even farther. Irian stood up slowly. She did not speak, but looked down the path, and then walked down it. The four men followed
her..mechanical and violent. I stood and watched, hearing, behind me, the steady sough of hundreds.to Endlane, where the mother lived. Early
rummaged in their cloudy, witless minds, had the.The tune ended. "Darkrose," he said, behind her in the dark. She turned her head and looked at
him. Their heads were on a level, she sitting crosslegged up on the dance platform, he kneeling on the grass..there, right there in the village or the
town, not off in the warlord's castle or fort, not.the tavern crew wouldn't let it rest, it being the only thing of interest to talk about for the.breasts and
festered eyes, who spat the spittle that ran from her poisoned mouth, and wiped her.been the centre of the domain was half in ruins on its hill
among the oaks.
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