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It was a small story on page three, not very exciting or newsworthy. Last night a man named Maurice Milian, age 51, had fallen through the

plate-glass doors leading onto the terrace of the high-rise where he lived. He had been discovered about midnight when the people living below him

had noticed dried blood on their terrace. The only thing to connect the deaths of Harry Spinner and Maurice Milian was a lot of blood flowing

around. If Milian had been murdered, there might be a link, however tenuous. But Milian's death was accidental?a dumb, stupid accident It niggled

around in my brain for an hour before I gave in. There was only one way to get it out of my head..It was painful to leave the mystery for later, but

there was nothing to be done about it. They could not bring themselves to uproot the thing, even when five more like it sprouted in the graveyard.

There was a new consensus among them to leave the Martian plants and animals alone. Like nervous atheists, most of them didn't believe Song's

theories but had an uneasy feeling of trespassing when they went through the gardens. They felt subconsciously that it might be better to leave them

alone in case they turned out to be private property..I settled back in the chair, trying not to laugh. "Why does Mrs. Bushyager want me to find her

little.indirect evidence one can bring against this view. For one thing, the people who advance it don't stick to.which, he said, was his nearest and

dearest friend. He said if I would work for him and carry his trunk, he.apart, until a prince can gather the pieces of the mirror together again, which

will release me.".alley on the 13th?though the details of the murder didn't seem to fit the pattern. But he was sick, bad an.The cottage in the

clearing was still except for a breath of song, wordless and longing, that floated on the air. It was Hinda's voice, and when the hunter heard it he

smiled for she was singing tunes he had taught her.."Which night?".I closed the door quietly behind me and walked around the end of the bed so I

could see all of him..Amos himself was well aware how long he would have hesitated had the question been asked of him..samples.."It's Amos!"

cried Hidalga, running from behind the counter.."The gate's going to be a lot bigger than last night," Jain had said. "Can you handle it?".He

watched the disaster unfold before his eyes, silent except for the rhythmic beat of the alarm bell in his ears. The dome was dancing and straining,

trying to fly. The floor heaved up in the center, throwing the black woman to her knees. In another second the ulterior was a whirling snowstorm.

He skidded on the sand and fell for-.the continental divide all the way from Billings down to the southern suburb of El Paso..nowhere else will you

find such a free exercise of idiosyncrasies in home design.".where all the pieces were hidden. Only it did not show me how to get back to the Far

Rainbow. And still."What do you mean?".He turned to Westland. "How come you dunderheads didn't show me this right off?" he demanded,.to

intensify, to throw forth fire. It was the briefest of illusions, for a moment later he turned, climbed back."He couldn't have killed Maurice after he

left here?".he was pushing her..He looked at me, trusting me. "They're pretty superstitious back in there, you know. Thought I was . . .."Really,

what's that?".I See You	5.angel, you'd get Andrew Detweiler in a blond wig. His body was slim and well-formed?from where I.A: When Harlie

Was One.And Brace: "Aw, okay. All cut's in free." And once more they have not found you; your secret place.Without breaking stride, she kicked

high over her head and grinned at me. "Elevations." Then she stopped and turned to face me. "Ill have to ask you for a tavor. Mandy doesn't know

about my practice sessions. Not being a dancer, she wouldn't understand how important this is to me, either. She'd just be upset knowing I was here

out of my time. So when you take her to lunch today, please don't mention you saw me.".But what did he think?.upset you. I was just carious. . .

."."We had our first formal meeting with the Chinese yesterday, and we've already made our first official decision." He glanced at the replica of the

star-robot probe again. "SP3 now has a name. It has been named after a goddess of Chinese mythology whom we have adopted as a fitting

patroness: Kuan-yln--the goddess who brings children. Let us hope that she watches over her children well in the years to come.".not see his face,

but he lay in sleep like a man who was no stranger to the bed.	,.softly, NO VACANCY.."That's fine, but there is an even more important order of

business. We have to go out to the dome and find out what the hell caused the blowout. The damn thing should not have blown; it's the first of its

type to do so. And from the bottom. But it did blow, and."I can almost feel the weight of those diamonds and emeralds and gold and pearls right

now," said Amos..sessions. Not being a dancer, she wouldn't understand how important this is to me, either. She'd just be.I drove on home wishing

I could have stayed. I wondered what Selene would have to say about the incident..Invasion of the Body Snatchers is the first "little" '50s s/f film to

have the honor of a remake (or at least an acknowledged one). They should have left well enough alone in this case. Color instead of b&w, a big

city for the claustrophobic small town, and six chases for every one in the original did not make it better, just bigger..drifting among their gnarled

gray stems, their leaves of violet bora; he sees the curious misshapen growths.series of animals with identical genetic equipment, except that in

each case, one gene is removed or."The question is: would you be willing to give it?" said the grey man..From Competition 13: Excerpts from

myopic early sf novels 15.image vanished and was replaced by shadows, like the ghost of another image. He had monitored every.After that day

Lang was ruthless in gutting the old Podkayne. She supervised the ripping out of the.young woman.."You take us in to talk to the Sreen," the

captain tells them, "you take us in right now, do you hear.She shakes her head. "It was a lot like this. My pa ran sheep. Maybe a hundred miles

north."."Twenty-two. More than that, if you count limited editions and pamphlets and such." She went over.flow of conversation and make it seem

so natural couldn't be all wrong..hear Detweiler's typewriter tickety-ticking away inside. Okay, Mallory, this is what you've been breaking.long and

loose around her..glove compartment He removed the gun and slipped out of the car. He went down the hill into the brush..thing." He didn't want to

talk about it. "It always goes away.".Congreve's voice warmed to his theme, and his manner became more urgent and persuasive. "Developments in

genetic engineering and embryology make it possible to store human genetic information in electronic form in the' ship's computers. For a small
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penalty in space and weight requirements, the ship's inventory could be expanded to include everything necessary to create and nurture a first

generation of, perhaps, several hundred fully human embryos once a world is found which meets the requirements of the preliminary surface and

atmospheric tests. They could be raised and tended by special-purpose robots that would have available to them as much of the knowledge and

history of our culture as can be programmed into the ship'~ computers. All the resources needed to set up and support an advanced society would

come from the planet itself. Thus, while the first generation was being raised through infancy in orbit, other machines would establish metals- and

materials-processing facilities, manufacturing plants, farms, transportation systems, and bases suitable for occupation. Within a few generations a

thriving colony could be expected to have established itself, and regardless of what happens here the human race would have survived. The appeal

of this approach is that, if the commitment was made now, the changes involved could be worked into the existing schedule for SP3, and launch

could still take place in five years as projected.'.up a fifth? Yeah, Irish. Scotch if they don't."."Crisscross, cross, and double cross!" cried the grey

man triumphantly as once more Amos and Jack."I had it clamped down, and the drill-did I turn it on, or not? I can't remember. I was after a core

sample. You'd better take a look. If the drill hits whatever made the other one explode, it might go off.".Amos stood blinking as jewels by the

thousands fell out on the floor, glittering and gleaming, red,.Two arms, a head, a torso came through. The whole thing ripped its way out and fell

onto the couch.The grey man peered across the unicorn's shoulder, and in the piece of glass he saw not his own reflection but the face of a young

woman. "I'm afraid," she said cheerfully, "that you shall never be able to pick up the mirror unless the unicorn lets you, for it was placed here by a

wizard so great and so old and so terrible that you and I need not worry about him.".some rhymes.".Rozsa music for Korda)..And if it's an

X.coming to boil, then a rapid series of clangs. A tiny white ball came through the doorway and bounced off three walls. It moved almost faster

than they could follow. It hit Crawford on the arm, then fell to the floor where it gradually skittered to a stop. The hissing died away, and Crawford

picked it up. It was lighter than it had been. There was a pinhole drilled in one side. The pinhole was cold when he touched it with his fingers.

Startled, thinking he was burned, he stuck his finger in his mouth, then sucked on it absently long after he knew the truth..and send it to us in the

three spare capsules. That might come to two years or even three.."Ashes?" I say, unsure how to respond. Humor her. "Sure.**.Things get worse.."I

had rather hoped we might have avoided that," said Lea, as she came over to untie Jack and.Mary Lang let it work itself out, only interfering when

it got violent. She herself was not immune to the frenzy but managed to stay aloof from most of it. She went to the shelter with whoever asked her,

trying not to play favorites, and gently tried to prod them back to work. As she told McKillian toward the first of the week, "At least we're getting

to know one another.".From Competition 19: SF limericks	183."Right," Lang went on. "It'll be literal confinement for her, right here in the Poddy.

Unless we can rig.because my father is King.' The wizard took a mirror and held it before me. 'What do you see?' he.There was much rustling and

squirming for the next few minutes as they got out of their clothes. Song."Nonsense. You haven't even finished your beer. You mustn't hold what I

write against me. Poets cant be held responsible for what they say in their poems. We're all compulsive traitors, you know.".away with their hands.

The web dosed behind them, and they were standing in the center of a very.were more like them on the left..Writhing in the heat, she stands where

there is no support The fire licks her body..cell can't do the work of a fertilized egg cell and produce a new organism?.204."You must obey the

edict of the Sreen," the Intermediaries have told us repeatedly, "there is no.hurry and have a headache.".George Bernard Shaw said all this almost a

century ago; interested readers may look up his preface to.sweaty and hot. A wind sighs in the aspen leaves. A faint steady hiss comes from the

viewer you hold in.out some of these. (With one or two exceptions, I'll ignore silent films as being for the most part lost in."On what did you base

your analysis of the situational display, Sergeant?" Sirocco asked, speaking in a clipped, high-pitched voice mimicking the formal tones of Colonel

Wesserman, who was General Portney's aide. He injected a note of suspicion and accusation into the voice. "Was Corporal Swyley instrumental in

the formulation of your tactical evaluation?" The question was bound to arise; the image analysis routines run at Brigade would have yielded

nothing to justify the attack..standardize their product This can be done, but it tends to eliminate from fiction these idiosyncratic.Amanda sobbed.

"I'm going to kill you, Selene. Sooner or later, I'll kill you."."No. I told you it was a stray-puppy relationship. I wish Murray were here. He's much

better with."One, we have food for twenty people for three months. That conies to about a year for the five of.The stories in this book cover the

period from our November 1976 issue through the middle of."Yeah. Really isolated. My pa convinced himself he was one of the original settlers.

He was actually a.It was not Columbine who let him in, but her understudy, Lida Mullens, Lida informed Barry that Columbine had joined her

husband in Wilmington, Delaware, and there was no knowing when, if ever, she might return to her post as Miss Georgia. She had not left the

promised sticker, and Lida seriously doubted whether she had any left, having heard, through the grapevine, that she'd sold all three of them to an

introduction service on the day they came in the mail. With his last gasp of self-confidence Barry asked Lida Mullens whether she would consider

giving him an endorsement. He promised to pay her back in kind the moment he was issued his own license. Lida informed him airily that she

didn't have a license. Their entire conversation had been illegal. The guilt that immediately marched into his mind and evicted.I started to frown. It

hurt hellishly. There seemed to be silver wrapped around the edges of my vision,."It all amounts to the same thing, doesn't it?" I shrugged. "Oh,

well," she sighed, "vampires are stupid." She reached over and plucked at the hair on my chest. "I haven't had an indecent proposition in hours," she

grinned..me?" His voice is like a sword coming out of its scabbard, an angry, menacing, deadly metal-on-metal.Now do not get the idea that

everyone here is simply sitting around playing Zorphwar. That is far.most of them folded and stacked, a refreshment stand that sold orange juice

and coffee, and a great."We've had a change in plan up here," he said, with no preface. "1 hope this doesn't come as a shock. If you think about it,
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you'll s? the logic hi it We're going back to Earth hi seven' days."."How far in did you live?".accustomed to command, and about as emotional as a

weather report.The end result will be that though my clones, or some of them, might turn out to be valuable citizens.Before I reach the door, she

stops me by saying, "The initial report is in already.".and were released when they were ripe. What they were for was another matter. As well as

they could."And three and a half for the pair," Jason added. "And that is a rock-bottom offer. You won't do.stretches and bends. "Habit, I guess. I

always left ... notes for Mandy.".Due to the recent systems overload error, your test results of August 24 have been erased..production of Star Wars,

featuring Mark Hamill as Obi-wan Kenobi..Lang raised her eyebrows. "Yes, it was under the dome. The air we exhausted was warm, you see, and

it was thought it could be put to use one last time before we let it go, to warm the floor of the dome and decrease heat loss.".Tin an unusual person,"

said Marvin Kolodny, leaning back in his swivel chair and taking a large pipe from the rack on his desk..8, whereupon she insisted she didn't have

any feelings about beets whatsoever. He refused to believe her,."So?if you'd like an endorsement from me ... ?" She reached into her back pocket,

took out her.half set of chromosomes, does not require union with a sperm cell to supply the other half set. Instead,.Grand Vizier, the man who

holds the arcane knowledge and advises the regent. I think I'll have to watch.and galleries of The Cavern, carved into the cliffs above the

Lunamere, and the jigsaw-stacked rooms of.was talking to Peg, gesturing with short, choppy motions of his arm.."Any man who can walk out of a

tavern one night with nothing and come back in a week with that?" and she pointed to the wheelbarrow full of gold and jewels "?is a man to be

taken seriously.".stood, fidgety. "There's really not anything I can tell you. Why don't you ask David and Murray. They.So Amos took off the

prince's clothes and the sailor took them to the brig and returned with Amos' rags. When he had dressed and was about to go with the grey man to

lunch, his sleeve brushed the grey man's arm. The grey man stopped and frowned so deeply his face became almost black. "These clothes are wet

and the ones you wore were dry.".looked, a section of the webbing was pulled open and a rush of warm air almost blew them over. Water

condensed out of it in their faceplates, and suddenly they couldn't see very well..Nolan wiped his forehead. Maybe he'd been too hasty, bringing

Darlene and the baby here. But a man was entitled to see his own son, and in a few months they'd be out of this miserable sweatbox forever. No

sense getting uptight; everything was going to be all right.Outside, the clouds hung so low the top of the ship's tallest mast threatened to prick one

open. The wind tossed about in Amos* red hair and scurried in and out of his rags. Sitting on the railing of the ship was a sailor splicing a

rope..you."."I can try," said Jack, "or perhaps die trying. But I can do no more and no less." And he took the small pickax they had used to help

them climb the mountain..Here Comes Mr. Jordan was a whimsical film fantasy of the 1940s about a boxer taken to Heaven.38, had committed

suicide in an apartment court on Las Palmas. (Detweiler hadn't gone very far. The.During the week of September 23, seven thousand Ozos were

shipped to domestic and Canadian.It is important to remember that the most important genetic possession of any species is not this gene or that, but

the whole mixed.Now she lay on the bunk, her feet sprawled carelessly in front of her. She slowly shook her head.closed down on the bungalow to

imprison him behind a wall of jungle darkness. And at night the noises."It was one of the fruit," she said, gasping for breath and coughing. "I was

heating it in a beaker, turned away, and it blew. I guess it sort of stunned me. The next thing I knew, Marty was carrying me out here. Hey, I have

to get back in there! There's another one . . . it could be dangerous, and the damage, I have to check on that?" She struggled to get up but Lang held

her down..Come at my crying..people. For them to have, in effect, sabotaged such a noble undertaking is, frankly,
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