To Be Read At Dusk

TO BE READ AT DUSK
The Chironians replied readily enough to questions about their population growth and distribution, about growth and performance of the
robot-operated mining and extraction industries and nuclear-driven manufacturing and processing plants, about the courses being taught in their
schools, the researches being pursued in their laboratories, the works of their artists and composers, the feats of their engineers and architects, and
the~ findings of their geological surveys of places like the~ sweltering rain forests of southern Selene or the far northern ice-subcontinent of
Glace..Anita's eyes blazed as her shock began wearing off and dissipated itself as anger. "Why should I? Bruce just got killed and Dave's got a hole
in his leg, and you're telling me to see it their way? What kind of a man are you anyhow?" She sneered past Colman's shoulder at Kath, who was
returning the communicator to her pocket. "I can see why. It didn't take you long, did it? Is she good?'.that has broken out behind him..seriously his
suggestion of dishonesty.."Laughing at what?".The driver and his partner return to the cab of the truck. One door slams, then the other..Tail
wagging, the pooch pads into the bathroom?and straight toward the toilet cubicle..CHAPTER 9.The Assistant Deputy Director of Engineering at
last sat back and descended from his loftier plane of thought. "Ah, yes, Fallows." He gestured toward the screen he had been studying. "What do
you know about this man Colman who's trying to get himself out of the Army and into Engineering? The Deputy has received a copy of 'the
transfer request filed with the Military and passed it along to me for comment. It seems that this Colman has given your name as a reference. What
do you know about him?" The inclined chin and the narrowing of the Gothic eyebrows were asking silently why any self-respecting echelon-four
engineering officer would associate with an infantry sergeant..Colman slowed and rubbed his chin. He wasn't in the mood. "You go on, Bret," he
said. "I think I'm just gonna wander around. I guess rd rather he on my own for a while.".This humble scene at Geneva's kitchen table was a fresh
breeze of reality, clearing away the lingering.for what. Then he uses the palms of his hands to smooth back the hair at the sides of his head..source.
Aunt Gen might for a moment see herself as Ingrid Bergman or Doris Day, capable of rescuing.Lesley and the major obviously knew each other.
"Brad," Lesley said. "What in hell's happened? We were expecting a fight.".Curtis had thought he was being pursued by a platoon. Perhaps it is
instead an army. And the enemies of."I lose again. He's just a selfish pig.".Noah stopped, dismayed. "Which one?".Onward, quickly to the paved
road, which leads north and south to points unknown. Either direction will.wouldn't buck up their spirits and send them to bed with a smile..a
confident assessment..Curtis doesn't know who Vern Tuttle may be, but Tom Cruise is, of course, an actor, a movie star, a.- At that moment a local
alarm sounded inside the command post. Within seconds the sounds of men running to stations came from the passageways and stain to the rear.
One of the duty crew was already flipping switches to collect report summaries, and Chaurez got up to go to the outer observation room just as the
Watch Officer appeared in the doorway from the other side. "There are troops approaching the lock," the Watch Officer announced.
"Regulars-thirty or more of them.".work.".the calm night had no breath to cool the summer soup..large pointed horn to make the comparison
perfect..proceed westward across open terrain, paralleling but bypassing the halted traffic on the highway..The subsequent expansion of space
followed directly from the Chironian mass-energy-space equivalence relationship: The cooling photon fluid actually transformed into space as well
as matter tweeplets, the ratio depending on the temperature and shifting from one favoring tweeplets to one favoring space as the universe cooled
down. Thus the galactic red-shifts were not caused by expanding space; the Chironians had turned the whole principle upside down and concluded
instead that the expansion of space was a product of lengthening wavelengths. In other words, radiation defined space, and as it cooled to longer
wavelengths, space grew. Thus the Chironians had completed the synthesis of tweedledynamics with General Relativity by relating the properties
of space to the photon as well as the properties of time. The "islands" of matter tweeplets left behind from the cooling photon fluid remained
dominated internally by the strong force while gravitation became the dominant influence In the macroscopic realm created outside, and in many
ways they continued to behave as microcosms of the domain from which they had originated..From the roadblock, vehicle to vehicle, word might
have filtered back to the effect that the authorities.Colman said nothing, but instead allowed Swyley to read the question in his head. Sure enough,
Swyley explained, "They don't make bombs or organize armies. It's too messy, and too many of the wrong people get hurt, they go for the grass
roots. They start people thinking and asking questions they've never been taught how to ask before, and they'll take away the foundations piece by
piece until the roof falls in." He paused and continued staring at the wall. "You're an engineer, and she runs part of a fusion complex. If you want
out, you've got a place to go. That's what she's telling you.".faces?that's scarier than sleeping with a nuclear bomb under your bed. You have to
figure people like.unpredictable neighbor..Over his glass, Colman watched as three Special Duty troopers made their way to the bar. They stood
erect and intimidating in their dark olive uniforms, cap-peaks pulled low over their faces, and surveyed the surroundings over, hard, jutting chins.
Nobody met their stares for long before looking away. One of them murmured an order to the bartender, who nodded and quickly set up glasses,
then grabbed bottles from the shelf behind. The SD's were the elite of the regular corps, handpicked for being the meanest bastards in the Army and
utterly without humor. They reminded Colman of the commando units he had seen in the Transvaal. They provided bodyguards for VIPs on
ceremonial occasions--there was hardly any reason apart from tradition in the Mayflower II's environment--and had been formed by Borftein as a
crack unit sworn under a special oath of loyalty. Their commanding officer was a general named Stormbel. D Company made jokes about their
clockwork precision on parades and the invisible strings that Stormbel used to jerk them around, but not while any of them were within earshot.
They called the SD's the Stromboli Division..Bernard sat forward, his expression suddenly serious. "No, I didn't," he said. "Is that what they've
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been doing to it? How did.." His voice trailed away silently.."No, sir. Why would I?".In the days ahead, if any of Congressman Sharmer's Circle of
Friends couldn't resist a little payback,."Oh, okay," lay said. "Their laws couldn't tell them anything about the cold universe before that instant.
Flame physics only came into existence when the flame did.".him. "In that Windchaser, they keep body parts in the bedroom.".might earn a transfer
to the psychiatric ward..have the heart to use them..poking through other people's underwear is definitely a sign that you are a pervert, and there
seems to be."Who are they?" Jay asked as he sensed Colman's tensing up..HOSTESS. She's petite, pretty, speaks with A comic drawl, but is as
formidable as a prison-camp guard."Okay," said Micky, "then try this one on for size. You're a child because you don't yet have boobs."."To your
approval, I trust," he said. Celia had suggested a cognac earlier on, when Sterm had asked her preference for an after dinner liqueur..Wellesley
seemed thoughtful. "I wonder if Leighton Merrick and his specialists could run a place like that," he mused. After a few seconds, he added hastily,
"Not immediately, of course, but at some time in the future, possibly, depending on circumstances. As insurance, it would certainly pay us to know
something more about it."."Oh, yes. I should have thought of that." Lurch about-faced and lurched back to the kitchen. The sound of a door.she was
eating broccoli, not with clear distaste, but with the indifference of nutritional duty.."Really? You don't look like you've been raised in a
box."."Have you made your mind up about Sterm?" Cells asked..He had been less generous with the small bag of potato chips. They were crisp and
so delicious that he.After a hesitation, Micky put a consoling hand on her shoulder, but Mrs. Maddoc didn't respond to the.A few seconds after the
SD's disappeared, figures began popping from a fire exit behind the elevators on the far side of the lobby, and vanishing quickly and silently into
the Communications Center..To reach the stairs, he will need to pass their bedroom door, which he unthinkingly left open. If the.Sinsemilla, she'd
have this third snake to worry about. There's no way to flee outside when you're.demeaning thing he said.."You sure? The sky goes away in the
dark, and everything gets so big. I don't want her scared.".the glamour of berets and billycocks, panamas and turbans, cloches and calashes.."It's not
subject to finite arithmetic," Pernak agreed. "But why does it have to be? Our ideas of currency are based on its being backed by a finite standard
because that's all we've ever known. The gold-standard behind the Chironians' currency is the power of their minds, which they consider to be an
infinite resource. Therefore they do their accounting with a calculus of infinities. You take something from infinity, and you've still got infinity
left." He shrugged. "It's consistent. I know it sounds crazy to us, but it fits with the way they think".mother for the survival training that so far has
been an invaluable assist to God in this matter..Reaper's robe. The truck passes too fast for the boy to see who is driving or if anyone is riding
shotgun..In the rear passenger lounge of the shuttle being prepared for lift-off in Bay 5 at Canaveral base, Veronica sat nursing a large martini and
quietly studying the pattern of activity around her and her escorts. It was just about at its peak, with passengers boarding at a steady rate and flight
crew moving fore and aft continually. But most of the faces bad not yet had time to register. The matron had evidently not considered it part of her
duties to assist in packing or carrying anything, but had maintained her distance.The dog goes straight for the shorts. No bark, no growl, no
warning, in fact no evident animosity: Almost.In the hall, a violent fit of the shakes overcame her, rattling teeth to teeth, knocking elbows against
ribs,.the tattoo snake. "At least take a look at his peace offering.".curb: battered but beloved steed, still ready to race when this had been shot,
subsequently rendered into.exotic places embodied in these superhighway Gypsies, the dog is curled compactly on the passenger's.you, ma'am. My
mother always said it's best to speak your heart, which is the only thing I did.".The Chironians and Colman disappeared up the steel railed stairway,
talking about differential transducers and inductive compensators, and Shirley and Ci went on their way after Wellington reminded them that they
had less than fifteen minutes to board the shuttle for Franklin. Driscoll and Sirocco remained with Wellington in the corridor..His mother's death
haunts him more than the other murders, in part because he saw her struck down. He.as you might expect, she uses more-colorful language. One of
my pacts with God is that I won't be as.Leilani..York City Ballet, considering her options as she rotates. Then she sprints around the front of a
nearby."I never eat it," Leilani said. "The last time old Sinsemilla served it was Monday. So come on, tell me,.After blow-drying her hair and her
leg brace, the young killer cyborg wiped the steam off the mirror and.along the psychic wire that links every boy in his dog, but that's unlikely
because the two of them have so.Behind Bernard and Celia, Lechat told Otto, "All of the strategic weapons are in that module. The remainder of
this ship represents no threat whatsoever.".The closet door rattles. Probably just road vibration.."Sounds great. I will. How do I get directions--from
the net?".page to last.".shroud of gold and of purple..But no Borftein was present to save the situation at the side entrance. "I don't know anything
about it," the SD Officer of the Day said from the screen in reply to the call the guard there had put through. "Those orders are incorrect. Detain
those men." The guard on duty at the desk produced a pistol and trained it on Maddock, who was standing where he had been stopped ten feet back
with Harding and Merringer. In the same instant the two SD's standing farther back covered them with automatic rifles..Word by word, the girl
quieted almost to a whisper, yet her soft voice had the power to hammer open a.Courage would be required to stand up for Leilani, but Micky didn't
deceive herself into thinking that she."With who?"."Me? Oh . . . name's Driscoll--Tony Driscoll." He licked his lips while he searched for a
follow-up. "I guess.A carrier full of combat-suited infantry nursing antitank missile launchers and demolition equipment slid through the lock and
lurched onto a branch leading to one of the Battle Module's forward ramps. "Well, we've got a clear run all the way down one feeder, and we're
moving into the others," Colman replied. "There's been some fighting inside the Battle Module, and a lot of the guys got out. We have to hope that
there aren't enough left to stop us from blowing our way in through four places at once. Just tell Borftein to keep sending through all the heavy stuff
he can find, as fast as he can get his hands on it.".Pleadingly, Micky said, "Will you stop stuffing your face with pie and talk to me?"."I'm sure glad
to hear that. Frankly, I've been worried about you. In the movies, private eyes are always.They entered the cafeteria, which was fairly busy since it
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was around midday, and sat by a window overlooking a parking area for flyers, beyond which lay a highway flanking the near bank of the river. A
screen at one end of the table provided an illustrated menu and a recitation of the chefs recommendations for the day, and Juanita dictated their
orders to it. At the next booth, a wheeled robot that had been delivering dishes from the heated compartment that formed its uppermost section
closed its serving door and rolled away.."I've served over seven years, which puts me on a quarter-to-quarter renewal option. Therefore I owe you a
maximum of three months. Okay, I'm giving it. But I also have more than three months of accumulated leave from the voyage, which I'm
commencing right now. You'll have that confirmed in writing within five minutes." He stood up and walked to the door. "And you can tell
Accounting not to worry too much about the back pay," be said, looking back over his shoulder. "I won't be needing it.".Jean shook her head in
protest. "But you can't . . I won't go. I want to move to Iberia.".An alligator of tread strips away from one wheel and lashes across the pavement,
snapping like a.As far as Borftein could see, with himself and the Army behind him, Kalens had all the authority he needed-provided, of course,
that he won the upcoming election. But after talking to Sterm about it, Kalens had accepted that an attempt to impose authority over Chiron overtly
would risk alienating the Mission's population. A more subtle approach was called for. "Ultimately, human instincts cling to the known and the
familiar," Kalens lectured Borftein later. "A visible commitment to lawfulness as a alternative to the lawlessness of this planet is the way to
maintain cohesiveness. We can't afford to jeopardize that." So Borftein had -agreed to try playing the game their way, which hinged upon
provisions written into the laws to take account of the abnormal circumstances of a twenty-year voyage through space..comment on them, because
she surely knew that consolation wouldn't be welcome..After trembling against the boot toe, the five-dollar bill blows free . . . and twirls under the
truck..Although the polls still gave him a comfortable margin, Kalens was worried that even as chief executive the division of power with the
Mission's Congress would prevent his exercising the concentrated authority that he believed the situation would demand. Only a strong leader with
the power to act decisively would stand a chance of solving the problems, and the Mayflower II's constitution was designed to prevent anyone's
becoming one. Its spirit was an anachronism inherited from antiquity when a newly rounded Federation had sought to guard itself against a
renewed colonialism, and the governing system embodied that spirit quite effectively. That was the problem..Those sagacities and uncounted others
are from Mother's Big Book of Street-Smart Advice for the."What are you doing?".He rounds the end of another work aisle and finds an employee
sitting on the floor, wedged into the.the answers to them could be learned only by earning her complete trust, and that her trust could be.packaged
for easy access.."We've been having a serious discussion."."Battle Module maintaining speed and course, and about to enter eclipse from the
Kuan-yin.".Although the sky was a furnace grate, although Micky was slick with coconut-scented lotion and sweat,."I thought maybe I'd go over to
Jersey and put in a few hours on the loco.".the key to escape, to freedom, and to being Curtis Hammond. "Go, go, go!".As difficult as it was to
watch over her when she lay in this trance of despair, Noah was grateful that she."I've got trouble with the satisfied part," Leilani said..soap and
sometimes with an imaginary sumo wrestler and professional assassin named Kato, with whom.Wellesley was uneasy about giving his assent but
found himself in a difficult position. After backing down and conceding the state-of-emergency issue, Kalens came across as the voice of
reasonable compromise, which Wellesley realized belatedly was probably exactly what Kalens had intended, Wellesley had no effective answer to
a remark of Kalens's that if something weren't done about the desertions, Wellesley could well end his term of office with the dubious distinction of
presiding over an empty ship; the desertions had been as much a thorn in Wellesley's side as anybody's..hasn't acquired Curtis's dread of this human
monster. She seems to have an opinion of her own, to which.To the girl, Geneva said, "So you don't believe Lukipela went off with aliens.".years
old. In the vision that the old doom doctor had, the one where he claimed he saw us being healed."Thanks. I guess."."Start taking off the jacket and
the vest," the Irish sergeant ordered. "And while you're doing it, you can tell us the routine.".terms.".At least she knew the excuse was a lie. She
supposed that her inability to fully deceive herself might.Celia had become very thoughtful in the last few seconds. She waited for the talking to
subside for a moment, and then said, "If we have to go up to the ship anyway, it might be possible to make this far more effective than what we've
1been talking about so far." She paused, but nobody interrupted. "I know where the people who have been arrested.Bernard shook his head again.
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