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FRICA DESCRIBING CHARACTERS CUSTOMS MANNERS LAWS AND PRODUCTION
25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows
and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..? ? ? ? ? My transports I
conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over
sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh!
Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and
said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his
head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the
Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss
of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".So he went round about, as the
druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a
handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window
opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he
answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a
fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going
about.'.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she
desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of
her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him,
'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents
and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.Now the king was a
very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings
of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow
dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without
questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the
pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without
mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me
women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper
cccclxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder
'twere..Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.All this
while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in
the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head
forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who
had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own
house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the
morrow..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he
espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his
present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to
him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her
company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made
suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on
her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a
padlock.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone
and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the
pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a
journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of
that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and
took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..? ? ?
? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..So Abdulmelik went away to
his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him
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with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid
approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the
Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the
contract of marriage..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he
heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with
contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone
and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.'
So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money
they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the
four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.? ? ? ? ? For
love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..? ?
? ? ? Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.143. Ibrahim of
Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the
weary night!.The Eleventh Night of the Month..Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew
her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth
returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will
assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her
change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and
said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her
master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home
again!.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He
told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit
of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.Then he folded the letter and sealing it,
delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said,
"Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Ninth Officer's
Story, The, ii. 167..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning
and the fires by passion in me fed..El Abbas went in and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber aforesaid
and espied the portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El Abbas
hath swooned away." So the king came and finding the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water. After
awhile he revived and the king said to him, "God keep thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I did
but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed me a thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch the
[chief] painter, and when he stood before him, he said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else
will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king," answered the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and
looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest thou the art of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a
rare piece of work.' So he wrought yonder portrait and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day.".So the
folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a
dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a
piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the
lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled
and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between you, and no
cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook,
'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of
the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a
cause, which I will tell thee.".The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell
us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.4. The Three Apples xix.When her people arose in the morning
and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four
brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark
and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came
up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in
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affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the
affair..Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case and
told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her the
token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way, and
when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou
needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly
believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".So he
fell to resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by
heart, and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to
memory and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies
and of all the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave
weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of
strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.O son of Simeon,
give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till
eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the
camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat
entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the
mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode
confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy
thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and
when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL
TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee
aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..Then he turned
to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her
husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that
which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and
torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily,
there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered
she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me
the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes
brimmed over with tears at her story..Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about
his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a
long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment,
to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the
thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of
thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the
Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For
the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with
colocynth for wine she hath me plied..And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I and thou, it was as if the
Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn;
whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out from thee, I forgot [to
shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What possessed
thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him all that had befallen
him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..36. The Mock Khalif
dxliii.70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine
eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and
bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what
had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose
thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose
thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting
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down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the
bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the
Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that
he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand,
to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on
thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him
till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he
carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him
somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands
and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to
drink and entertaining him with discourse..? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses
of sable sheen..Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of
Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king
went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew
him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and
straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair
woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and
said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I
went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and
discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt
thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none
with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she
said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the
village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the
villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen
and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So
they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest
thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before
him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my
death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars,
together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for
Almsgiving cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou
with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become
forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty
hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of
affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode
in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..Sindbad the Sailor
and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction
rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she
said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems,
thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and
that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that
which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me
looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed
and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she had done..90. The Devout Prince cccci.Damascus is all gardens decked for the
pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey
his rede..?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a
staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to
her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted
me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him,
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pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah,"
cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None
lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".When Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy
herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered Tuhfeh,
'needs must I go down to them and take my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if thou
bring them up to us, they will be affrighted and there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them, that
they may cheer me with their company neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that needs
must I go down to them; else will I cast myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set thee
down beside them.'.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number,
besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's
mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and
the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and]
markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and
grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came
to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of
their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..So she hastened to admit the
eunuch, who entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in
haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her
chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch.
'Tuhfeh sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but
he credited not the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered
the eunuch, 'I know not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will
enfranchise thee and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in
himself, 'O Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing
and lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight,
perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE
AND THE LEARNED MAN..? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her
face..Clemency, Of, i. 120..97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii.Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..When
Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the
porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his
seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down,
as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to
the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and
they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he
came to his father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which
betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad
on the most magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the
kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy
of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who
came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took
his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was
to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and
prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..Then she turned to the old man
who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed
from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice
of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with
the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his
abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime.
(10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose
belly he slit and fled.".When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her,
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'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not
the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of
the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and
returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire
of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she
took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.As for me, I stood,
with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder
worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom
among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and
if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it
reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and
that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed
I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but
happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her
sit. So she sat down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread
with various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and
I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it,
what while the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a
slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my
lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell
backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and
none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..On this
wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her
account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one,"
[naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with
her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth
thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her,
for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so
beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in
concern [on her account]..When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this
youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and
unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and
prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If
thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who
endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against
this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his
honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".? ? ? ? ? How presents in great
store thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their
talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an
underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how
thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou
Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir
held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.The company
marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..King Dadbin and his
Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine,
Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and
going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she
came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered,
saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it
please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.? ? ? ? ?
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This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..When the king heard this from the
youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid
and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.Prince
Bihzad, Story of, i. 99.
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